180                          STRANGE VIGOUR
He made no allowance for the preoccupation of the British govern-
ment with the war in Europe and the inevitable tendency to let Far
Eastern affairs look after themselves, but it is rather striking that
this letter, which was not made public until 1939, expresses the fear
that Britain was earning the enmity of the younger generations of
China by backing Yuan to the very end. The Far Eastern Research
Secretary of The Royal Institute of International Affairs, in a recent
publication, confirms that British policy of this time "alienated the
radical party in Canton, thus laying the foundations of the anti-
British outburst which occurred in the following decade".146 As
another writer with long experience of China puts it, "the dreams
of Sun Yat-sen have had a strange habit of proving themselves true".147
By the middle of March 1916 the revolt against Yuan was wide*L.
spread, and on March 22nd he finally renounced the throne and
endeavoured to reinstate a republican government. Meanwhile a
rival government was formed in Canton which took the line that
Yuan ceased to be President when he proclaimed himself Emperor
and that his place was taken automatically by the Vice-President
Li Yuan-hung. Li, however, refused the invitation to join the Canton
government and to the last stuck to Yuan, possibly because it would
have been dangerous for him to leave Peking.
On May 15th Sun issued a declaration from "The Intelligence
Department of the Republican Government of China, Shanghai".
How far he was in touch with Liang in Canton is uncertain but this
declaration was evidently a bid to make clear his own position ia*
the confused state of Chinese politics at that moment. His declara-
tion made public what he had done from his Japanese headquarters
in the way of reorganising the revolutionist party: "In the course
of the last two years I have secured many adherents, including some
in the interior of China, All are working unswervingly. . . ." He
expressed his gratification that the revolt of Liang in Yunnan re-
vealed "we are not the only men who are zealously striving for*
liberty", and he stressed the need to vanquish finally "the traitor"
Yuan. As it happened no further action against Yuan was neces-
sary, for the old warrior was near his end.
litis final revolt against Yiian began in the far west of China and
it was good tactics on the part of Sun to raise his standard once
again in the east, but he certainly exposed himself to the criticism
that his efforts during the second exile were largely futile and that
now, when Liang met with some success, he was eager to share
the glory.